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E.O. 11652: X-GDS ADS-31 DEC. 1984 
TAGS: MOPS, PINS, CASC, CG 

SUBJECT: SHABA ATTACK: KINSHASA COORDINATION AND RESCUE OPERATION 


1. FOLLOWING IS REPORT OF MEETING, 18 MAY 1978, 0900 HOURS: 

2. GENERAL BABIA AT 0900 HOURS LOCAL CALLED AN INITIAL 
COORDINATING MEETING. PARTICIPANTS WERE FAZ PRINCIPAL STAFF 
OFFICERS, GENERAL SINGA, ERENCH AND BELGIAN MISSION CHIEES AND 
STAFF OFFICERS, ALONG WITH CHIEE ZAMISH AND DEPUTY CHIEF ZAMISH. 

3. PURPOSE OF MEETING WAS TO DISCUSS PRELIMINARY ASPECTS OF 
RESCUE OPERATION. THE OPERATION IS VISUALIZED FOR NOT LATER THAN 
SATURDAY MORNING 20 MAY. 


4. FRENCH PARTICIPATION WILL CONSIST OF A) 700 TROOPS TO BE 
TRANSPORTED TO KINSHASA IN FIVE DC-8'S. FIRST DC-8 TO ARRIVE APPRO- 
XIMATELY 2300 HOURS LOCAL MAY 18. TWO OTHER DC-8S WILL FOLLOW AT 2 
HOUR INTERVALS. ERENCH DID NOT KNOW ETA OF LAST TWO DC-8S; 

B) THREE FRENCH TRANS ALLS WILL BE COMING FROM 
SENEGAL, IVORY COAST, AND GABON; C) THE ERENCH WILL USE KINSHASA 
AS A STAGING AREA FOR FIRST WAVE TO BE DROPPED, CONSISTING OF 
APPROXIMATELY 350 PERSONNEL. SECOND WAVE WILL BE PREPOSITIONED 
AT KAMINA AND WILL COME IN FROM THAT LOCATION. THE ERENCH 
WILL USE FIVE FAZA C-130'S AND THREE TRANS ALLS FOR THIS 
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OPERATION. THE ERENCH OPERATION WAS PLANNED IN KINSHASA BY 
COL. GRAS WHO SUBMITTED HIS PLAN TO PARIS AT 0800 HOURS 
LOCAL MAY 18 FOR APPROVAL. HE WAS INSTRUCTED BY PARIS TO PLAN 
EITHER A UNILATERAL OR A COMBINED OPERATION, DEPENDING UPON 
WHETHER THE BELGIANS DECIDED TO PARTICIPATE OR NOT. 


5. COLONEL BLEUS (BELGIAN) STATED THAT THE BELGIAN PLAN IS 
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BEING PREPARED IN BRUSSELS. HE DOES NOT YET KNOW THE DETAILS. 
HOWEVER, HE ASSURED THE GROUP THAT THE BELGIANS WOULD BE 
PREPARED TO GO BY MAY 20. BELGIAN PARTICIPATION WILL CONSIST 
OP 1200 PARATROOPERS, EIGHT C-130'S, AND A MEDICAL BACK-UP 
UNIT. THE BELGIANS WILL STAGE PROM KAMINA AIR BASE. HE 
EXPECTED THE DETAILS OP THE PLAN SOMETIME DURING THE DAY. 

HOWEVER, IT WAS AGREED THAT A SIMULTANEOUS PRENCH AND BELGIAN 
DROP SHOULD BE MADE. COLONEL GRAS STRESSED THAT IP THE 
BELGIANS WERE NOT READY, THE PRENCH WOULD GO ANYWAY. 

COLONEL BLEUS STATED THEY WOULD BE READY. 

6. GENERAL BABIA THEN ASKED ABOUT U.S. ASSISTANCE IN THE 
REFUELING OPERATION. CHIEF ZAMISH MENTIONED THAT CONTINGENCY PLANS 
ARE POR ONE C-141 TO ARRIVE AT APPROXIMATELY 2300 

HOURS LOCAL TONIGHT WITH THE NECESSARY REPUELING EQUIPMENT. 

THE PLAN IS TO MOVE THE GOZ FUEL PROM KINSHASA TO KAMINA TO 

SUPPORT THE OPERATION. NO SPECIFIC DETAILS AS YET. CHIEP 

ZAMISH AGAIN ASKED POR ASSURANCE THAT PUEL AVAILABILITY HAS BEEN 

VERIFIED AND WAS ASSURED THAT THERE ARE CURRENTLY 14,000 

CU METERS OF JPI AT N'DJILI. ALL AIR FORCE EXPERTS PRESENT 

AGREED THAT THIS WAS SUFFICIENT TO SUPPORT THE PLANNED 

OPERATION. 

7. DEPT. PLEASE DETERMINE DISTRIBUTION. 

CUTLER 
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